
Dear all Sheffield Councillors 

Let me introduce myself. My name is Paul Selby and I am a member of Save Nether Edge 
Trees, one of the local campaign groups set up to try to save as many of our threatened 
street trees as possible. I'm an evidence based pragmatist and know that not all of the 
threatened trees can be saved. Indeed, of the threatened trees in our local area, our experts 
estimate that around 16% of the threatened trees do need to be felled due to them being 
Dead, Diseased, or causing substantial damage. 

I'm writing to you all because I want to show you an example of pragmatic work that can be 
done to save trees, at no cost to the Council, which would satisfy tree campaigners, and 
would potentially end the campaign. 

The attached pdf document is an example of work on Barkers Road in Nether Edge. It 
includes a before and after photograph (ie what the situation was before Amey started 
work, and what it was after they had completed pavement work). 

To be clear, the original Amey assessment was that the tree had to be felled because it was 
"Damaging" and that the "footway couldn't be repaired without unacceptable root 
damage." The latest photo shows exactly the opposite, with a new thinner kerb stone being 
put in place, and the pavement laid flat, and with no root damage done to the tree. 

The Amey worker who led this job was also a very sensible pragmatist. He was honest in 
saying that he isn't the final decision maker, but that he did his utmost best to try to put the 
replacement road and pavement surfaces in, at the same time as saving trees. He showed 
me another example on nearby Briar Road, where he also believed the tree could be saved 
as a result of the pragmatic solution he had put in. He suggested that Amey and Council 
decision makers will make final decisions on whether his pragmatic work will be enough to 
save the trees, or whether they will still make the decision to fell. He also told me that 
because he was employed directly by Amey he could be pragmatic, but that the 
subcontractors employed by Amey were rarely so pragmatic as they simply followed 
instructions to the letter. This in itself is worrying. 

By our own expert assessments, of the 228 threatened street trees in our area: 

 47% of them could be saved using the narrower kerb stone 
 A further 29% could be saved by slightly curving the kerb (building out by a 

maximum of two inches, but gradually spread over maybe 2 metres length of the 
road), which is perfectly legal in highways legislation. 

This sample size is sufficiently large to mean that roughly the same percentages will be 
applicable across the whole city. 

The first of these bullets should be completely uncontentious, the second may be worthy of 
more discussion. My point is however, if the Council leaders were willing to confirm that this 
sort of pragmatism would be used and applied on a wider scale, then between half and 
three quarters of all the threatened trees would be saved. The majority of tree protesters 



would be content with this outcome, and the campaign would go away. I for one would 
rather not be spending 25 hours of each week fighting the Council. 

But the Council leaders currently seem unwilling to listen to such pragmatism or evidence. 
They seem hell bent on spending lots of Council money on legal avenues that try to 
criminalise peaceful protesters, who are likely to fight the council in the courts, and create 
lots of further negative media attention on Sheffield Council, something none of us want. 

So my plea to all Councillors is to consider the evidence I have shown you about the 
pragmatic solutions that can be used to potentially save 47% to 76% of the threatened 
trees. I know most of you want the trees issue to go away. The tree campaigners do too. 
Working together I believe we can end this seemingly never ending tit for tat battle in the 
media, on the streets, and in the courts. 

I'd be more than willing to speak to each and every one of you privately, and show you 
some more examples if that would also help. Just let me know 

Thanks in advance and best wishes 

Paul Selby 


